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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    At t or ney' s l i cense 

suspended.    

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew t he st i pul at i on f i l ed by t he 

Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on ( OLR)  and At t or ney John R.  Dade 

pur suant  t o SCR 22. 121 r egar di ng At t or ney Dade' s pr of essi onal  

                                                 
1 SCR 22. 12 pr ovi des:  

( 1)  The di r ect or  may f i l e wi t h t he compl ai nt  a 
st i pul at i on of  t he di r ect or  and t he r espondent  t o 
t he f act s,  concl usi ons of  l aw r egar di ng 
mi sconduct ,  and di sci pl i ne t o be i mposed.  The 
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mi sconduct  i n t he handl i ng of  one cl i ent  mat t er .   The OLR and 

At t or ney Dade st i pul at e t hat  At t or ney Dade commi t t ed 

pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  and t hat  t he appr opr i at e sanct i on f or  

t he mi sconduct  i s a suspensi on of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n f or  a per i od of  60 days.   The OLR i s not  seeki ng 

cost s.   Upon car ef ul  consi der at i on,  we adopt  t he st i pul at ed 

f act s and agr ee t hat  a 60- day suspensi on i s an appr opr i at e 

sanct i on.  

¶2 At t or ney Dade was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 1983 and pr act i ces i n Whi t ewat er .   He has been 

subj ect  t o pr of essi onal  di sci pl i ne on f our  pr i or  occasi ons.   I n 

1991,  he was pr i vat el y r epr i manded f or  l ack of  di l i gence,  

f ai l ur e t o communi cat e,  and f ai l ur e t o cooper at e i n t he 

i nvest i gat i on i nt o hi s mi sconduct .   Pr i vat e Repr i mand,  No.  1991-

24.   I n 2007,  he was publ i c l y r epr i manded f or  f ai l i ng t o pr ovi de 

compet ent  r epr esent at i on,  f ai l ur e t o communi cat e,  and l ack of  

di l i gence.   Publ i c Repr i mand of  John R.  Dade,  No.  2007- 7.   I n 

                                                                                                                                                             
supr eme cour t  may consi der  t he compl ai nt  and 
st i pul at i on wi t hout  t he appoi nt ment  of  a r ef er ee.  

( 2)  I f  t he supr eme cour t  appr oves a st i pul at i on,  i t  
shal l  adopt  t he st i pul at ed f act s and concl usi ons 
of  l aw and i mpose t he st i pul at ed di sci pl i ne.  

( 3)  I f  t he supr eme cour t  r ej ect s t he st i pul at i on,  a 
r ef er ee shal l  be appoi nt ed and t he mat t er  shal l  
pr oceed as a compl ai nt  f i l ed wi t hout  a 
st i pul at i on.  

( 4)  A st i pul at i on r ej ect ed by t he supr eme cour t  has 
no evi dent i ar y val ue and i s wi t hout  pr ej udi ce t o 
t he r espondent ' s def ense of  t he pr oceedi ng or  t he 
pr osecut i on of  t he compl ai nt .  
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2007 hi s l i cense was suspended f or  60 days f or  f ai l ur e t o 

cooper at e i n an OLR i nvest i gat i on,  l ack of  di l i gence,  and 

f ai l ur e t o hol d i n t r ust  t he pr oper t y of  ot her s i n hi s c l i ent  

t r ust  account .   I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Dade,  

2007 WI  66,  301 Wi s.  2d 67,  732 N. W. 2d 433.   I n 2012 he was 

publ i c l y r epr i manded f or  l ack of  di l i gence,  f ai l ur e t o 

communi cat e,  and f ai l ur e t o r et ur n a c l i ent ' s document s.   Publ i c 

Repr i mand of  John R.  Dade,  No.  2012- 1.  

¶3 I n Jul y 2009 N. B.  f i l ed a pr o se di vor ce pet i t i on i n 

Rock Count y c i r cui t  cour t .   On November  16,  2009,  N. B.  hi r ed 

At t or ney Dade t o r epr esent  her  i n her  di vor ce and t o obt ai n a 

domest i c abuse i nj unct i on.  

¶4 On Mar ch 1,  2010,  a pr et r i al  conf er ence was hel d wi t h 

At t or ney Dade appear i ng on behal f  of  N. B.  and N. B. ' s husband 

appear i ng pr o se.   The Mar ch 1,  2010 pr et r i al  or der  r equi r ed t he 

par t i es t o f i l e a f i nal  f i nanci al  di scl osur e st at ement  wi t h t he 

cour t  and wi t h t he opposi ng par t y or  counsel  no l at er  t han 

Mar ch 31,  2010.   The pr et r i al  or der  al so r equi r ed t he f i nal  

f i nanci al  di scl osur e st at ement  t o be updat ed no l at er  t han 

Apr i l  14,  2010.   At t or ney Dade f ai l ed t o t i mel y f i l e t he f i nal  

f i nanci al  di scl osur e st at ement .  

¶5 The Mar ch 1,  2010 pr et r i al  or der  al so pr ovi ded t hat  

bot h par t i es wer e t o f i l e wi t h t he c l er k of  cour t ,  t he cour t ' s  

j udi c i al  assi st ant ,  and each ot her ,  a t r i al  br i ef  no l at er  t han 

Apr i l  29,  2010.   At t or ney Dade f ai l ed t o t i mel y f i l e t he t r i al  

br i ef .  
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¶6 The pr et r i al  or der  schedul ed t he t r i al  f or  May 5,  

2010.   The pr et r i al  or der  st at ed t hat  f ai l ur e t o compl y wi t h t he 

t er ms of  t he or der  shal l  be consi der ed cause f or  i mposi ng 

sanct i ons whi ch may i ncl ude di smi ssal  of  t he act i on.  

¶7 On Mar ch 30,  2010,  N. B.  t ol d At t or ney Dade' s of f i ce 

manager  t hat  she woul d be out  of  t own on May 5,  2010,  and she 

r equest ed a change of  t he t r i al  dat e.   At t or ney Dade f ai l ed t o 

r espond.   N. B.  l ef t  a message at  At t or ney Dade' s of f i ce on 

Apr i l  17,  2010,  aski ng about  changi ng t he t r i al  dat e and 

r equest i ng t hat  At t or ney Dade cal l  her  back.   At t or ney Dade 

f ai l ed t o r espond.  

¶8 On Apr i l  26,  2010,  N. B.  i nf or med At t or ney Dade' s 

of f i ce manager  t hat  she want ed t o change t he May 5,  2010 cour t  

dat e,  t hat  she had al r eady l ef t  t wo messages,  t hat  she had not  

r ecei ved a cal l  back f r om At t or ney Dade,  t hat  she decl i ned t o 

schedul e a t el ephone appoi nt ment ,  and t hat  she want ed At t or ney 

Dade t o cal l  her  back.   N. B.  al so sent  an e- mai l  cor r espondence 

t o At t or ney Dade i n r egar d t o adj our ni ng t he t r i al .  

¶9 On May 5,  2010,  At t or ney Dade appear ed at  t he t r i al .   

N. B.  di d not  appear ,  nor  di d her  husband,  who was pr o se,  

appear .   On t he May 5,  2010 t r i al  dat e,  At t or ney Dade of f er ed 

t he f i nal  f i nanc i al  di scl osur e s t at ement  and t r i al  br i ef  t o t he 

cour t .   The cour t  di smi ssed N. B. ' s di vor ce case,  sayi ng t he 

mat t er  had not  been di l i gent l y pr osecut ed.  

¶10 At t or ney Dade cal l ed N. B. ' s cel l  phone and i nf or med 

her  t hat  t he cour t  had di smi ssed her  case f or  l ack of  at t endance 

and f or  f ai l ur e t o f i l e t he f i nanci al  di scl osur e st at ement .   
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At t or ney Dade i nf or med N. B.  she woul d have t o f i l e a new di vor ce 

act i on.  

¶11 I n a meet i ng wi t h N. B.  i n May 2010,  At t or ney Dade 

agr eed t o compl et e t he di vor ce act i on f or  f r ee due t o At t or ney 

Dade' s er r or s t hat  r esul t ed i n t he di smi ssal  of  her  case by t he 

cour t .   At t or ney Dade f i l ed a new di vor ce pet i t i on f or  N. B.  on 

May 14,  2010.  

¶12 On Jul y 21,  2010,  t hi s cour t  t empor ar i l y  suspended 

At t or ney Dade' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw based on hi s f ai l ur e t o 

cooper at e i n an OLR i nvest i gat i on unr el at ed t o t he N. B.  mat t er .   

I n a Jul y 2010 l et t er  t o N. B. ,  At t or ney Dade st at ed hi s l aw 

l i cense was suspended and t hat  N. B.  woul d have t o f i nd new 

r epr esent at i on f or  her  newl y f i l ed di vor ce case.  

¶13 N. B.  obt ai ned successor  counsel  t o r epr esent  her  i n 

t he new di vor ce case.   A st i pul at i on and or der  f or  subst i t ut i on 

of  at t or ney was f i l ed i n August  2010.   N. B.  was gr ant ed a 

def aul t  j udgment  of  di vor ce on Mar ch 1,  2011.  

¶14 On Oct ober  24,  2012,  t he OLR f i l ed a compl ai nt  

al l egi ng t hat  At t or ney Dade engaged i n t hr ee count s of  

mi sconduct  wi t h r espect  t o hi s handl i ng of  N. B. ' s case:  

 [ Count  One: ]  By f ai l i ng t o f i l e a f i nal  f i nanci al  
di scl osur e st at ement  and t r i al  br i ef  by t he cour t -
or der ed deadl i ne set  f or t h i n t he pr et r i al  or der ,  and 
ot her wi se f ai l i ng t o di l i gent l y pr osecut e t hi s case,  
r esul t i ng i n di smi ssal  of  [ N. B. ' s]  di vor ce case on 
May 5,  2010,  [ At t or ney]  Dade vi ol at ed SCR 20: 1. 3. 2 

                                                 
2 SCR 20: 1. 3 st at es,  " A l awyer  shal l  act  wi t h r easonabl e 

di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent . "  
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 [ Count  Two: ]  By f ai l i ng t o f i l e a f i nal  f i nanci al  
di scl osur e st at ement  and t r i al  br i ef  by t he cour t -
or der ed deadl i ne set  f or t h i n t he pr et r i al  or der ,  
[ At t or ney]  Dade al so v i ol at ed SCR 20: 3. 4( c) . 3 

 [ Count  Thr ee: ]  By f ai l i ng t o r espond t o [ N. B. ' s]  
t el ephone cal l s wi t h r egar d t o adj our ni ng t he t r i al  
dat e,  [ At t or ney]  Dade vi ol at ed SCR 20: 1. 4( a) ( 4) . 4 

¶15 On Oct ober  31,  2012,  t he OLR and At t or ney Dade f i l ed a 

st i pul at i on wher eby At t or ney Dade st i pul at ed t o t he al l egat i ons 

cont ai ned i n t he OLR' s compl ai nt .   The st i pul at i on st at es t hat  

At t or ney Dade f ul l y under st ands t he mi sconduct  al l egat i ons and 

t he r ami f i cat i ons shoul d t he cour t  i mpose t he st i pul at ed l evel  

of  di sci pl i ne.   The st i pul at i on al so pr ovi des t hat  At t or ney Dade 

under st ands hi s r i ght  t o cont est  t he mat t er  and under st ands hi s 

r i ght  t o consul t  wi t h counsel ,  and t hat  hi s ent r y i nt o t he 

st i pul at i on was made knowi ngl y and vol unt ar i l y  and wi t hout  t he 

benef i t  of  any negot i at i ons f or  a r educt i on i n ei t her  char ges or  

sanct i on.  

¶16 The OLR f i l ed a memor andum i n suppor t  of  t he 

st i pul at i on whi ch st at es t hat  i n f or mul at i ng t he r ecommendat i on 

f or  a 60- day suspensi on,  t he OLR di r ect or  consi der ed a number  of  

s i mi l ar  cases,  i ncl udi ng I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  

Er mer t ,  2007 WI  10,  298 Wi s.  2d 622,  726 N. W. 2d 250,  and I n r e 

                                                 
3 SCR 20: 3. 4( c)  says a l awyer  shal l  not  " knowi ngl y di sobey 

an obl i gat i on under  t he r ul es of  a t r i bunal ,  except  f or  an open 
r ef usal  based on an asser t i on t hat  no val i d obl i gat i on 
exi st s;  .  .  .  . "  

4 SCR 20: 1. 4( a) ( 4)  says a l awyer  shal l  " pr ompt l y compl y wi t h 
r easonabl e r equest s by t he c l i ent  f or  i nf or mat i on;  .  .  .  . "  
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Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Ander son,  2010 WI  39,  324 

Wi s.  2d 627,  782 N. W. 2d 100.  

¶17 Af t er  car ef ul  r evi ew of  t he mat t er ,  we adopt  t he 

st i pul at ed f act s and f i nd i t  appr opr i at e t o i mpose a 60- day 

suspensi on of  At t or ney Dade' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw.   Because 

At t or ney Dade ent er ed i nt o a compr ehensi ve st i pul at i on under  

SCR 22. 12,  t her eby obvi at i ng t he need f or  t he appoi nt ment  of  a 

r ef er ee and a f ul l  di sci pl i nar y  pr oceedi ng,  we accede t o t he 

OLR' s r equest  t hat  no cost s be i mposed i n t hi s mat t er .  

¶18 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  John R.  Dade t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s suspended f or  60 days,  ef f ect i ve 

Mar ch 21,  2013.  

¶19 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  John R.  Dade shal l  compl y 

wi t h t he pr ovi s i ons of  SCR 22. 26 concer ni ng t he dut i es of  a 

per son whose l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n has been 

suspended.  

¶20 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  compl i ance wi t h al l  

condi t i ons of  t hi s or der  i s r equi r ed f or  r ei nst at ement .   See 

SCR 22. 28( 2) .  
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¶21 SHI RLEY S.  ABRAHAMSON,  C. J.    ( di ssent i ng) .   I  woul d 

not  accept  t he par t i es '  st i pul at i on of  a 60- day suspensi on.   The 

at t or ney has been di sci pl i ned f our  t i mes pr evi ousl y f or  s i mi l ar  

of f enses,  i ncl udi ng a 60- day suspensi on i n 2007.  

¶22 Thi s st i pul at i on i s not  i n keepi ng wi t h t he concept s 

of  pr ogr essi ve di sci pl i ne or  wi t h assi st i ng At t or ney Dade i n 

changi ng hi s behavi or  t o pr ot ect  t he publ i c.  

¶23 I  am aut hor i zed t o st at e t hat  Just i ce ANN WALSH 

BRADLEY j oi ns t hi s di ssent .  
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